
Did you oppose the Iraq War? 
So did Kimberly Rivera. 

Kimberly Rivera grew up in Mesquite, Texas. When she was 17, Army 
recruiters visited her home offering money for college that her family did not 
have. She signed up to be a mechanic and was enlisted in the Army 
Reserves. 

In October 2006 her unit was activated and deployed to Iraq. What she witnessed 
during that deployment affected her deeply. In January 2007 on a two week leave in 
the US, Kim and her husband Mario agreed she would not go back to Iraq. In 2007 
she became the first woman U.S. Iraq war resister to seek asylum in Canada. She 
lives in Toronto with her husband and four children, two of them born in Canada. 

In 2009, Kimberly Rivera and her family were granted a stay of removal after the 
Harper government ordered her deported on March 26, 2009. On March 30, 2009, 
Parliament passed a motion calling on the government to allow Iraq War resisters to 
stay. Yet the Conservative government is once again attempting to deport the Rivera 
family. 

If deported, Kim faces harsh punishment at the hands of the US military, including 
jail time and separation from her family. She will be punished for having the courage to 
stand up against the illegal Iraq War. 

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Jason Kenney has prejudiced the chances 
of US war resisters being treated fairly, by labelling them "bogus refugee claimants" 
and by issuing a directive to immigration officers that states that US war resisters may 
be criminally inadmissible to Canada because they have deserted the US military. 
Amnesty International and others have called for the rescinding of this directive. 

A majority of Canadians support US Iraq war resisters. Parliament has voted twice 
now to stop their deportations and to let them stay in Canada. Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper has acknowledged the Iraq War was “absolutely an error” but is handing over 
to the US government the soldiers who came to the same conclusion. 

 

  
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Write, email, phone or fax Minister of Immigration Jason Kenney to ask that 
Kimberly Rivera, her family and all Iraq War resisters be allowed to stay in 

Canada: 
 

325 East Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
Phone: 613-954-1064 Fax: 613-957.2688 Email: minister@cic.gc.ca 
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