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Victory! Federal Court rules in favour of lesbian US war resister 

 

Bethany Smith (a.k.a: Skyler James) welcomes positive news in her effort to avoid deportation to 

the US military 
 

OTTAWA—Today a Federal Court in Ottawa ruled that the Refugee Board must re-assess the case 

from lesbian US war resister Bethany Smith (a.k.a "Skyler James"). Her story was first captured in a 

feature article by Capital Xtra soon after her arrival in Ottawa over two years ago. 

 

James came to Canada to escape what she describes as "daily humiliations" and "constant threats of 

physical violence" in the US military. Her lawyer has made a persuasive case against deporting her 

back to a situation where her very life could be at risk. As of today a Federal Court in Ottawa has 

compelled the Refugee Board to re-assess James's case based on new criteria. The decision is seen by 

supporters as major breakthrough in James's efforts to avoid deportation to the US military. 

 

James and her lawyer are available today and throughout the weekend to discuss the implications 

of this important ruling.  

 

EVENT: Comment following the Federal Court decision 

 

DATE: Friday, November 20, 2009 

 

CONTACT: Jamie Liew, Legal Counsel for Ms James, 613-244-9592. 
 

* Please note: interviews can be arranged with Ms. James on request. 
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