
CANADA 

HOUSE OF COMMONS - CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES 

The Honourable Jason Kenney, P.C., M.P.          June 26, 2009 

Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism 

325 East Block 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0A6 

 

Dear Minister Kenney: 

 

As Parliament rises for the summer break, we write to remind you of the House of Commons' direction 

to the Government of Canada regarding Iraq War resisters. 

 

Twice now, on June 3, 2008 and March 30, 2009, Members of Parliament have voted to direct the gov-

ernment to immediately cease any removal or deportation actions that may be commenced against Iraq 

War resisters and their families and to establish a program to facilitate these war resisters' requests for 

permanent resident status is Canada. In our consideration of this important issue we highlighted that the 

element of compulsion and the stop-loss provision in the U.S. are inconsistent with our sound values of 

fairness, understanding, compassion, and justice. 

 

Therefore, we urge the government to show compassion for those who have chosen not to participate in a 

war that was not sanctioned by the United Nations. 

 

When the House of Commons resumes sitting in the fall, we ask that you act in good faith in accordance 

with this direction from the majority of Canadians' elected representatives. 

 

Mindful that at other times there has been an apparent increase in deportation activity when the House is 

not sitting, we urge you not to use the Parliamentary recess to disregard the expressed will of the House 

of Commons with respect to the fair treatment of Iraq War resisters in Canada. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Honourable Maurizio Bevilacqua 

Immigration Critic, Liberal Party of Canada 

 

 

 

Olivia Chow 

Immigration Critic, New Democratic Party of Canada 

 

 

 

Thierry St-Cyr 

Immigration Critic, Bloc Québécois 


